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To implement its 2030 research and innovation strategy, CGIAR is developing a series of initiatives designed 
to achieve a world with sustainable and resilient food, land and water systems that deliver more diverse, 
healthy, safe, sufficient and affordable diets, and ensure improved livelihoods and greater social equality, 
within planetary and regional environmental boundaries. CGIAR initiatives are major, prioritized areas of 
investment that bring capacity from within and beyond CGIAR to bear on well-defined, major challenges. 
 
The aim of the One Health initiative is to protect human health by improving the prevention, detection and 
control of zoonoses, foodborne diseases and antimicrobial resistance (AMR) in low- and middle-income 
countries. The One Health initiative plans to work in seven countries: Bangladesh, Côte d’Ivoire, Ethiopia, 
India, Kenya, Uganda and Vietnam.  
 
To ‘ground’ and improve the proposed initiative, a series of online meetings were convened with national 
stakeholders to guide the initiative design team as it formulates the key interventions and work packages to 
be delivered.  
 
Specifically for Kenya, the team aims to improve the current proposal outline by 
• better understanding Kenya’s One Health priorities; 
• specifying which elements and work packages are highest priority for Kenya; 
• identifying missing elements that must be included for it to best serve the situation in Kenya; 
• providing feedback to strengthen the proposed approach and framework; and 
• identifying key One Health actors in Kenya and their interests in the different work packages. 
 
To this end, the International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI) hosted a Zoom meeting on Wednesday 28 
July 2021. The agenda and list of attendees are available as annexes to this report which presents a 
summary of the notes from the meeting and group discussions.  
 
Notes from the meeting 
Introduction to the CGIAR One Health initiative 
Presentation slides are available in Annex 3. 
 
Question on Menti 
What do you see as the most pressing One Health priority for Kenya?  
Responses 
• AMR 
• Food safety 
• Zoonotic diseases 
• Food safety issues 
• Need for sustainable national funding for Zoonotic Diseases Unit activities (and wider One Health 
activities) 
• Food safety 
• Understating the emergence of diseases at the wildlife-livestock-human health interface 
• Neglected zoonotic diseases 
• Climate change and its impact on animal and human health (vectors, wildlife reservoirs, AMR, food 
safety) 
• Reducing the impact of endemic zoonotic diseases in Kenya 
• Endemic zoonoses and food safety issues 
• Wildlife–livestock interface 
• The role of the environment in food safety and AMR 
• Food safety, particularly practices that are a clear risk for zoonoses that there may be a way to help 
people reduce risk 
• Partner coordination 
• New emerging zoonotic diseases 
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• Endemic zoonoses 
• Poverty and food safety 
• Decentralizing One Health to the most affected areas 
• Zoonotic diseases 
• Integrated surveillance system, incentives to change and true burden of disease (incl. identify 
pathogens) 
 
Zoonosis control group discussion 
Top zoonosis control challenges 
• No appropriate technologies available 
• Cross-sectoral collaboration 
• Estimating burden of disease 
• Lack of funding 
• Low coverage of health and veterinary professionals in rural areas 
• The last mile needs a large investment in underserved areas 
• Poor estimation of livestock numbers 
• Lack of predictive models 
• Poor estimation of risk 
• Pastoral system has unique challenges 
 
Priority interventions 
• Capacity development 
• Surveillance 
• Devolution of One Health 
• Build capacity for solving local issues on endemic diseases 
• Get better burden data and cost-effectiveness/cost-benefit analysis 
 
Actions to ensure inclusion 
• Capacity development should include women  
• Use skills of meteorologists to assist in prediction of outbreaks 
• Understand incentives of all stakeholders 
 
Actions to reduce zoonosis risks from wildlife 
• Understanding human behaviour 
• Better characterization of the livestock production system within or near wildlife areas 
• More surveillance to understand the pathogens present 
 
Key partners 
• Zoonotic Diseases Unit 
• Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations 
• Kenya Medical Research Institute 
• Kenya Meteorological Department 
• National Museums of Kenya 
• University of Nairobi 
• International Centre of Insect Physiology and Ecology 
• Kenya Wildlife Service 
• Ministry of Health 
• Directorate of Veterinary Services 
• Institute of Primate Research  
• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
• Washington State University 
 
Food safety group discussion 
Top food safety challenges 
• Low consumer awareness 
• Lack of food product traceability 
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• Implementation of regulation, e.g. informal market hygiene-related regulations 
• Multiple food safety regulations and overlap of mandates 
• Inadequate food inspection at county level 
• Inadequate inspection of food of animal origin due to poor coverage of slaughter facilities by meat 
inspectors 
• Lack of food safety prioritization by respective governments at national and sub-national levels 
• Pollution of water bodies 
• Chemical contamination of food and antibiotic contamination 
• High poverty levels pushing poor households to consume meat from livestock/animals suspected to 
have died from priority zoonotic diseases such as anthrax 
• Increased practice by supermarkets to grow and sell plant- and animal-based food products. Some 
of these supermarket chains use unscrupulous methods to increase the shelf life of these products 
• Loopholes and ambiguity that exist in the various policies between the Animal Health Act and the 
Public Health Act 
• Aflatoxin contamination of animal feed 
• Unscrupulous practices by some food producers 
 
Priority interventions 
• Better practice education and behaviour change communications for all food value chain actors 
• Understanding consumer perceptions of food safety and using these to tailor education strategies 
• Food safety prioritization by both national and sub-national governments. For a long time, food 
safety has not been an agenda during these discussions. 
• Legal framework development process takes long to be concluded due to vested interests, not only 
for food safety but also antimicrobial resistance and priority zoonotic diseases 
• Capacity development 
• Infrastructure development: markets in counties 
• Farmer education 
• Coordination and joint activities between food safety authority and food production sector 
(livestock and fish) 
• Intersectoral collaboration mechanisms for regulation 
• Coordination of food safety legislation; effective mechanism needed 
• Consumer education and awareness through advocacy platforms such as the Consumer Federation 
of Kenya 
 
Actions to ensure inclusion 
• Sector inclusivity from the initial stages 
• Targeted actions to include smallholders, women and rural youth 
• Capacity building in terms of good husbandry practices and good manufacturing practices 
• Use of relevant communication channels for specific audiences 
• Identify agents of change especially the youth who can use social media to upscale good practices 
• Involvement of both carrot and stick approach, not just the stick approach 
• Use of participatory approaches to ensure inclusion 
• Premium pricing of food products produced in safe environment 
• Inclusion of players along the value chain through producers, processors and marketers association 
throughout the development process 
• Research should segment the different respondents to ensure that the views of the most 
marginalized are sought and captured 
 
Water quality management actions to enhance food safety 
• Consumer and user education 
• Develop and preserve water systems 
• Regular sampling and testing of water 
• Regulate the adoption and use of water recycling techniques such as biodigester 
• Provision of improved water, sanitation and hygiene infrastructure 
• Besides education of communities, organize scheduled actions to clean rivers, especially Nairobi 





• Government ministries: Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries; Health; Trade 
• Academic institutions 
• Development partners 
• County governments 
• Consumer organizations: Consumer Federation of Kenya; advocacy groups 
• Civil-society organizations 
• Kenya Bureau of Standards 
• Kenya Medical Research Institute 
• Kenya Institute for Public Policy Research and Analysis 
• Producer and processing associations 
• National Environment Management Agency 
• Kenya Private Sector Alliance 
• Kenya Markets Trust 
• Informal traders 
• Kenya Association of Manufacturers 
• Communities 
• Association of Kenya Feed Manufacturers 
 
AMR control group discussion 
Top AMR control challenges 
• Access to antimicrobials 
• Low public awareness 
• Need to present the case to policymakers 
 
Priority interventions 
• Communication strategy 
• Sustainability/research uptake 
• Mapping the hotspots for increased access of antimicrobials to be able to focus on risk mitigation 
• Quality control services 
• Consumer awareness 
• Building the extension and vet service workforce 
• Coordination of AMR research to avoid duplication 
• Government provision of infrastructure 
• Understand impact of antimicrobial use for plant health 
 
Question in the chat box 
What is your one piece of advice for the Kenya team? 
Responses 
• Better coordination 
• Enhanced coordination 
• Collaboration with multisectoral partners 
• Build on existing efforts/partnerships 
• Avoid duplication of effort 
• Look for producer friendly interventions 
• Coordination mechanism to be effected 
• Enhanced collaboration and networking 
• Find solutions in the intersection of environment, health and people 
 








Annex 1: Agenda 
Time Session Responsible 
15:00 Welcome, housekeeping, process, objectives, quick introductions Tsehay Gashaw 
15:10 Welcome remarks Dieter Schillinger  
15:15 Presentation: One Health initiative brief introduction on why this 




Menti question: What do you see as the most pressing One 
Health priority for Kenya? 
Hung Nguyen, Bernard Bett, 
Arshnee Moodley, Javier 




15:35 Improving the proposal – group exercise 
 
Group 1: Zoonosis control 
• What are the main challenges for zoonosis control in Kenya? 
• What are the priority interventions to address these challenges? 
• How to ensure that small-scale farmers and traders, and 
vulnerable groups such as women and youth are not excluded 
from the benefits of, or disadvantaged by, these interventions? 
• Key wildlife-livestock-people interactions that pose a risk for 
novel zoonosis emergence? 
• Key partners for implementation of interventions in zoonosis 
control 
 
Group 2: AMR control 
• What are the main challenges for AMR control in Kenya? 
• What are the priority interventions to address these challenges? 
• How to ensure that small-scale farmers and traders, and 
vulnerable groups such as women and youth are not excluded 
from the benefits of, or disadvantaged by, these interventions?  
• Water quality management actions to control AMR spread 
• Key partners for implementation of interventions to address AMR 
 
Group 3: Food safety 
• What are the main challenges for improving food safety in 
Kenya? 
• What are the priority interventions to address these challenges? 
• How to ensure that small-scale farmers and traders, and 
vulnerable groups such as women and youth are not excluded 
from the benefits of, or disadvantaged by, these interventions?  
• Water quality management actions to improve food safety 





Bernard Bett (facilitator) 










Arshnee Moodley (facilitator) 








Hung Nguyen (facilitator) 
Tezira Lore (note taker) 
 
16:20 Plenary feedback 
 
3-minute key reflections 
 
Two questions for chat fall 
1. Is there anything missing in the group discussion that you 
would like to comment? 






16:40 Closing remarks Sam Kariuki  
16:50 Closing remarks and appreciation Dieter Schillinger 
17:00 Close   
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Name Institution 
Allan Azegele Directorate of Veterinary Services, State Department of Livestock, Kenya 
Allan Barasa Ministry of Health, Kenya 
Arshnee Moodley International Livestock Research Institute 
Athman Mwatondo Zoonotic Disease Unit, Kenya 
Bernard Bett International Livestock Research Institute 
Chadia Wannous World Organisation for Animal Health 
Hung Nguyen International Livestock Research Institute 
Javier Mateo-Sagasta International Water Management Institute 
Kristina Roesel International Livestock Research Institute 
Lian Thomas International Livestock Research Institute 
Marianne Mureithi Kenya AIDS Vaccine Initiative Institute of Clinical Research, University of Nairobi 
Mark Nanyingi Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and University of Liverpool 
Mike Murphy International Food Policy Research Institute 
Mohan Chadag WorldFish 
Omu Anzala Kenya AIDS Vaccine Initiative Institute of Clinical Research, University of Nairobi 
Peninah Munyua United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention–Kenya 
Peter Daszak EcoHealth Alliance 
Rinah Wangila Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
Salome Bukachi University of Nairobi 
Sam Kariuki Kenya Medical Research Institute 
Sam Wanjohi Africa One Health University Network, Kenya 
Serge Nzietchueng Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
Silvia Alonso International Livestock Research Institute 
Tequiero Abuom Okumu University of Nairobi 
Tezira Lore International Livestock Research Institute 
Thomas Dulu World Organisation for Animal Health 
Tsehay Gashaw International Livestock Research Institute 





Annex 3: Presentation on the CGIAR One Health initiative 
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